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Examiner Newhouse, | 

I 

I have italicized the portions of the claims that I believe define oveir the prior art. 

The prior art appears to show tapered portions of closure threads located thread ends. 

I 

As amended I've claimed a ramped portion connecthig first and second thread segments 
as being a radial distance firom the first and second thread ends. Alternatively, the 
combination of the first and second thread segments may be though of as defining a 
thickened thread portion, as claimed in claim 24. Please feel fi-ee to make any 
suggestions when we talk later. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

24. (new) A child resistant neck finish, comprising: 

a first child resistant container neck having at least one locking lug ladjacent a 
shoulder portion, at least one thread with a first segment having a first thickness and a 
second segment having a second thicknesS;, said first segment and said second segment 
connecting and defining an axially thickened portion, said axially thickeneii portion 
being a spaced distance fi^om a first thread end and a second thread end and extending 
about said neck through a radial distance, 

25. (new) A thread for use with a child resistant container, comprising: 
a neck having at least one locking lug extending firom said neck; I 
at least one thread comprising a first segment and a second segment; 

I 
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a ramped portion connecting said first seg^nent and said second segment, said 
ramped portion being a preselected radial distance from a first thread end^ and a second 
thread end, 

26. (new) The thread of Claim 25 wherein said thread is selected fix>mi a single helix, 
a double helix, a triple helix, a qvad helix or a multiple helix. 

27. (new) The thread of Claim 25, said at least one locking lug, fixedly attached near 
a shoulder section and having an axial height, and said thread positioned on said neck 
such that said first thread segment is disposed axially above said second thiead segment 
on said neck. ' 

28. (new) The thread of Claim 25, said second thread segment having an axial 
thickness being greater than an axial thickness of said first thread segment, 

29. (new) The thread of claim 25, said first thread segment having an axial thickness 
being greater than an axial thickness of said second thread segment, 

29. (new) A thread for use with a child resistant container, comprising: 
a neck having at least one locking lug extending from said neck; 

at least one thread comprising a first segment and a second segment; 

a ramped portion connecting said first segment and said second thickened 
segment, said ramped portion being a preselected distance from a first thread end and a 
second thread end. 

30. (new) The thread of claim 29, said first segment and said second sejgment having 
a constant pitch. 

3 1 . (new) The thread of claim 30, said pitch being not less than a locking lug axial 
height engagement multiplied by the number of locking lugs present on said neck. 
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32. (new) The thread of Claim 29, said second thread segment thickndss being 
greater than said first thread segment thickness. 

I 

33. (new) The thread of Claim 29, said first thread segment thickness being greater 
than said second thread segment thickness. 

34. (new) The thread of Claim 29 wherein said thread is selected fl:omi a single helix, 
a double helix, a triple helix, a quad helix or a multiple helix configuration 

35. (new) A child resistant closure and bottle combination comprising: 

a. a child resistant container having a neck and at least one container locking 

lug extending fi*om said neck, a neck thread comprising a first segnient and a 

second segment each helically extending along said neck, a ramped portion 

defined where said first segment and said second segment merge, said ramped 

portion being a preselected distance from a first thread end and a second thread 

7 

end and tapered between said first segmen t and said second segment; 

b. a child resistant closure having at least one closure locking lug defining an 
axial height and being adapted to matingly engage said container locking lug, and 
having a closure thread helically extending along an inner surface df said skirt 
adapted to matingly engage said neck thread and whererin said closure is 
displaced more rapidly when said component moves along said thickened portion. 

36. The combination of claim 35, said first segment being a thickened portion 
disposed axially below said second segment. 

37. The combination of claim 36, said first segment being a thickened portion 
disposed axially above said second segment. 
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